
WELCOME TO EMMANUEL 
UNITED CHURCH 
 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 21, 2023 

 
Land Acknowledgement 
As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Algonquin People 
on whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude.  We acknowledge 
their story and their stewardship of the land and water, the plants and 
animals, through many generations.  We bear witness to the ongoing 
suffering caused by historical injustices and commit to seeking right 
relations today. 
 

The Gathering 
 
Gathering Music:  Come In, Come In and Sit Down (verses 1, 2, 4) 

VU 395 
 

Refrain: 
Come in, come in and sit down, 
you are a part of the family. 
We are lost and we are found, 
and we are a part of the family. 

 
You know the reason why you came, 
yet no reason can explain; 
so share in the laughter and cry in the pain, 
for we are a part of the family. 
 

Refrain: 
Come in, come in and sit down, 
you are a part of the family. 
We are lost and we are found, 
and we are a part of the family. 

 
God is with us in this place, 
like a mother's warm embrace. 
We're all forgiven by God's grace, 
for we are a part of the family. 
 



Refrain: 
Come in, come in and sit down, 
you are a part of the family. 
We are lost and we are found, 
and we are a part of the family. 

 
There's life to be shared in the bread and the wine; 
we are the branches, Christ is the vine. 
This is God's temple, it's not yours or mine, 
but we are a part of the family. 
 

Refrain: 
Come in, come in and sit down, 
you are a part of the family. 
We are lost and we are found, 
and we are a part of the family. 

 
There's rest for the weary and health for us all; 
there's a yoke that is easy, and a burden that's small. 
So come in and worship and answer the call, 
for we are a part of the family. 
 

Refrain: 
Come in, come in and sit down, 
you are a part of the family. 
We are lost and we are found, 
and we are a part of the family. 

 
The Life & Work of our Community of Faith 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Affirming Candles   
We light the Christ candle to symbolize the presence of Christ’s Spirit, 
alive within us, this day and every day.  
 
We light the Affirm candle to proclaim to the members of the 
LGBTQ2SIA+ communities and their allies that they are truly welcomed 
and accepted in this place. 
 
Welcome   
Welcome to this sacred place of belonging where we embrace the 
sacredness of life and recognize the dignity of each person, spirit-filled 



with the image of God, the Mystery in whom we live and move and 
have our being. 
 
Welcome to all who have no church home, need strength, want to 
follow Christ, have doubts. Welcome to visitors and to new and old 
friends. 
   
Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, youth, 
couples and single people. 
 
Welcome to people of all colours, cultures, abilities, gender identities, 
and sexual orientations, to old and young, to believers and 
questioners – and welcome to questioning believers. 
 
This day, we are all invited to live into God’s love, peace and justice. 
 
Hymn:  We Are One 

VU 402 
 
We are one as we come, 

as we come, joyful to be here, 
in the praise on our lips 

there’s a sense that God is near. 
We are one as we sing, 

as we seek, we are found;  
and we come needful of God’s grace 

as we meet, together in this place. 
 
We are one as we share, 

as we share brokenness and fear, 
in the touch of a hand 

there’s a sense that God is here. 
We are one as we care, 

as we heal, we are healed; 
and we share warmth in God’s embrace 

as we pray together in this place. 
 
We are one as we feast, 

as we feast, peace becomes the sign; 
in the bread and the wine 

there’s a sense of love divine. 



We are one as we come, 
as we feed, we are fed; 

and we feel God’s refreshing grace 
as we meet at table in this place. 

 
We are one as we hear, 
 as we hear, heart and hand unite; 
in the word we receive 
 there's a sense that God is light. 
We are one as we leave, 
 as we love, we are loved; 
and we seek justice in God's ways 
 as we move together from this place. 

 
Call to Worship 
Let the righteous be joyful!  Let them rejoice before God. 
Let us all be jubilant with joy! 
Sing to God, all peoples of the world.  Sing praises to God most high. 
From the sanctuary of heaven, God gives life and renews the face of 
the earth. 
Let the righteous be joyful!  Let them rejoice before God. 
Let us all be jubilant with joy! 
Let us worship God. 
 
Prayer of Approach 
Ever-present God, we are mindful that Jesus prayed for us in his final 
hours saying, “All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them.” 
May the heart of Jesus beat on in us, the beloved community of 
witnesses, as we devote ourselves to this moment of worship.  Amen. 
 
(Children come forward while the song is played)  
 
Hymn:  Circle Song   
Come and join the circle, Gather round and see 
come and take my hand. what the world can be. 
Come and join the circle,  Come and join the circle, 
come and be my friend.   come and share God’s word with me. 
 
Sharing Time with All God’s Children 
Read by Christine Hywarren 



 
Hymn:  Like a Rock 

MV 92 
 
Like sun on the horizon God is ever before. 
Like thee a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore. 

 
(Children leave for Sunday School) 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 
Scripture:Acts 1:6-14 
 
Anthem:  Your Love Is My Song by Dale Peterson 
Cello: Joan Harrison 
 
Sermon 
 
Quiet Reflection and Prayers 
 
Hymn:  I Am a Child of God 

MV 157 
 
I am a child of God, 
I am a glimpse of God's new creation, 
I am a child of God, 
I am a child of God. 
 
I am an endless prayer, 
I am a yearning for contemplation, 
I am an endless prayer, 
I am an endless prayer. 
 
I am an angry voice, 
I am compassion and consternation, 
I am an angry voice, 
I am an angry voice. 
 
I am a cry for peace, 



I am a commitment and dedication, 
I am a cry for peace, 
I am a cry for peace. 
 
I am a song for joy, 
I am the moment of jubilation, 
I am a song for joy, 
I am a song for joy. 

 
We Respond to God’s Word 

 
Offering 
 
Offertory Prayer 
Gracious God, we declare that we will make your name known, 
Love and Healing, 
in the talks of the politicians, 
in the bargaining of the market place, 
in the business of the church, 
in the blessing of war-craft, 
in the reasoning of the terrorist, 
in the twisting of religious power. 
May what we offer, reflect your gifts tolerance, acceptance, respect, 
resistance, inclusion, learning and holy presence. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and 



 the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sending Forth 

 
Hymn:  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

VU 264 
 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise; 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes; 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
 
Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light; 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all praise we would render, O help us to see 
‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee! 

 
Commissioning 
Joining with all who seek love, we give witness to the Great Love that 
pulses through creation. 
Filled with the Spirit of Christ, we have no reason to look upward, for 
we are empowered to bring healing, justice and shalom. 
May this be our witness. 
We go to be Christ ones alive in this world. 
 
Blessing 
 
Threefold Amen 
 
Choral Closing:  In The Garden by Miles/Drennan/Adams 



Cello: Joan Harrison 
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