
The Zambia School project

Iain Beaudoin, son of Bob and Claudia Beaudoin, passed away suddenly on November 14, 2008.  Iain 
was a promising lawyer, following in his father’s footsteps, both men highly respected members of 
the Ottawa legal community.   Since his death, members of the local legal community have 
expressed interest in building a school in a developing country, in Iain’s memory.  

Bob and Claudia, long-time members of Emmanuel, sought the assistance of the Church in 
identifying a possible project and in partnering with the legal community to make it happen.  
Emmanuel United Church already had established outreach with Zambia, and with the cooperation 
and support of the United Church of Zambia and the People’s Action Forum of Zambia, identified a 
need for a community school in Munenga, Southern Province, Zambia.

In June 2011, seven members of the Emmanuel 
congregation travelled to Zambia to meet with 
the local community, to listen and to learn, and 
to confirm the feasibility of this initiative.  They 
discovered that some of the children of this 
community have never attended school, since 
the nearest school is many, many kilometers 
away.   Access to education for everyone is an 
essential part of securing greater justice, broad-
based participation in society and the 
eradication of poverty.  In partnership, 
Emmanuel United Church, the Ottawa legal 
community and People's Action Forum 
of Zambia (PAF), can make a difference by 
making education accessible, providing supplies 

to students and building leaders for strong communities.  To this end a project to build a two room 
school house, along with latrines and a cookhouse, has been established.

The project is estimated to cost $40,000 with the expectation that most of the funds will be raised 
by the Ottawa legal community and other interested 
donors.  Local members of the bar will be participating 
in the construction of the school during a two week 
period in May 2012.

A “Zambia Mission Fund” has been established here at 
Emmanuel, into which the funds will be collected and 
from which the costs associated with the project 
dispersed.  Charitable donation receipts will be issued.


