
SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

Minutes taken by Areta Crowell

- Linda opened the meeting at 11.30. 
- In attendance: Linda, Ann,Nanette, Areta and Phil. All others were 
excused.
- Minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
- Email reports were received from:

Janice – OMRA: Grocery card sales for for July: $5600, August: 
$3050,  September: $4470
OMRA's house on Quail has been sold. Two refugee families are 
now receiving rent support from OMRA at MHI’s new complex in 
Barrhaven. Russ Pastuch has now put the latest OMRA report which 
describes the new approach on the EUC website. Janice sent a 
message to the office with respect to housewares and furnishings 
needed. If Linda approves, the note should go in the next packet, if it
has not already.

HABITAT: The four-unit build is progressing nicely. The walls are 
up and the roof trusses went on this week. There are many sponsored
groups on the site each week. It has led to less opportunities for 
general volunteers but the volunteer coordinator is being very 
diligent in letting general volunteers know when a non-sponsored 
day is available. It is wonderful to have so much interest in this 
build!

Jonathan – ERSG: We learned in August that Aganze Bihamba's 
sisters would be arriving from Kenya on September 25th. Aganze 
had decided that he wanted to return to university (U of Ottawa) 
when his sisters arrived, and started preparations to do that. We 
located an apartment for them all to share and signed a lease. The 



apartment is in the adjacent building to the one where Mamy 
Zahinda and family live. We hope that Neema, Aganze's youngest 
sister will be able to go to school with the Zahinda children.
We asked the group for donations of furniture and clothing for the 
family, and had many generous responses. We moved the furniture 
into the apartment on September 8th, when Aganze took possession. 
Some members of the group will go to the airport to greet the sisters.
Others will provide or obtain clothing once their sizes are known.
With regard to our earlier application to sponsor a Syrian family in 
partnership with the Riverview Park group known as ITC, we had a 
further request for more information from the government (IRCC), 
and supplied that information in mid-September. We have every 
indication that the application is being processed, but have no 
information yet about when the family might arrive. 

Nanette – HEFC: Emergency Food needs remain a serious issue. 
Heron, Russell Heights and Rideau-Rockliffe report increased need 
and shelves are empty . It was decided to ask to make 
announcements at the time of the monthly Reverse Offering to 
heighten awareness of the need. Heron Emergency Food Centre is 
sponsoring a Walkathon on Sept. 23 and Nanette has been getting 
sponsors to sign up with their financial support. Areta will walk, 
Linda will try. It was agreed to ask Catherine to the next meeting to 
talk about how the social action in which our youth participate can 
be coordinated with the SAC efforts. Perhaps in the future they 
would have an EUC banner and participate in the Walkathon.
The summer Reverse Offering was quite successful. Judy's efforts on
the SAC bulletin board were noted with appreciation.
 
BUDGET

We should have the budget call letter by now. Looking at the deficit 
that Emmanuel is currently running Pierre and Janice suggest to vote



for the same budget as last year. A request for an increase would 
likely be rolled back.

NEW BUSINESS

Linda has spoken with Graham to express the SAC support for all 
efforts to enhance our sharing in the Truth and Reconciliation 
efforts.She will represent SAC by thanking the speaker, Malcolm 
Saulis, on November 1st, for his presentation on Putting Indigenous 
Traditional Knowledge to Work.

Meeting adjourned at noon. 
Next meeting will be October 15, 2017

Note: Thanks to Areta for kindly taking minutes. Edited by Carmen. 


