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Presbytery report December 11, 2018 

We met for the last time as the Ottawa Presbytery at Rideau Park United on December 11.  Rideau Park treated us to a 
delicious roast beef dinner with all the trimmings. 

The Chair of the Rideau Park Council welcomed us warmly, and the Rideau Park Handbell Choir gifted us with a beautiful 
musical offering. 

We received as correspondence the Rideau Hill Camp AGM Report 2018. Rideau Hill Camp had a successful year in 2018, 
and the Camp Council is performing the necessary requirements to transition to Region 12. 

David Debenham, Director of the Church Extension Committee, proposed three motions to facilitate the transition to 
Region 12, and to modernize language related to insurance and staff relations.  The official title of Region 12 will be 
“Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council of the United Church of Canada” (rather than “Eastern Ontario Outaouais 
Region” as previously announced).  The three motions passed.  Note: We are still welcome to call ourselves EOOR as a 
nickname.  

Ed Gratton of the Mission Strategy Ministry Team moved that the Ottawa Presbytery send a grant of $6,000 to First 
United to support their “New Ways Ministry Project”, and $5,000 to Stittsville United, to support their “Spiritual Growth 
Ministry Project”.  Both motions passed. These amounts represent the second half of the project funding originally 
committed to be paid in early 2019 but finalized now in respect of the closure of Ottawa Presbytery. 

Jamie Scott of the “Support for Indigenous Ministries” team moved that the Ottawa Presbytery recommend to EOOR 
that 10% of the net proceeds from the sale of church property within the Region be set aside to support Indigenous 
Ministry.  This motion passed. 

Paul Dillman of the Finance Ministry Team brought forward a number of motions to facilitate the transition to EOOR, 
which were all passed.  Congregations should have received their assessments for 2019, and should expect them to be 
roughly 12% more than last year.  Congregations who have received assessments much different than that, or who 
haven’t received assessments at all, should contact the General Council (GC) office. 

Little information is yet available as to how Canoe Financial, who purchased control of many smaller mutual funds from 
Fiera Capital, will proceed with the terms such as ethical investments currently enjoyed by a number of Ottawa 
congregations.  While no changes are anticipated in the short term, Brian Cornelius will follow up to clarify the longer 
term position. 

We were advised that not all furnishings currently in the Presbytery office at City View will be moved to the new 
Regional 12 office in Carleton Place.  An e-mail will be circulated to advise what churches could choose to pick up for 
their use. All resource books from the resource centre are available for the use of any congregation wishing to retain 
them. 

David Sherwin reported on the amalgamation of Presbyteries into EOOR.  EOOR now has a full complement of staffing: 

• Rev Rosemary Lambie: Regional Executive minister 
• Rev Whit Strong: pastoral Relations minister  
• Anita Jansman: Administration and communications staff (half time) 
• Dr Jane Dawson: minister supporting communities of faith  
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• Dana Doucette: youth and young adults minister  
• Karen Valley: Office of Vocation staff. 

Previously named were: 

• Community Capacity Development coordinator (indigenous congregations), Joe McGill - Regions 11, 12 and 13 
• Archives manager, Larry Richardson - Region 12 East and 12 West 

The business portion of the meeting was closed. 

Rev Carla Van Delen and various other Presbytery members led us in a worship service which was also a ceremony 
marking the closure of our Presbytery.  Honoring our Past, our Present and our hopes for the Future.  Presentations 
were made for our current staff – Wendy Mather, David Sherwin and Hilary Merritt.  We ended with a celebration of 
communion. 

Emmanuel members present were:  Graham Campbell, Rev. Catherine Gutjahr, Phyllis MacRae, Evelyn Perkins, Janice 
Peron, Rev. Daniel Gilroy and Carol Scott 

Respectively submitted 

Evelyn Perkins and Janice Peron 
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